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Weekend Worship 
Themes:  
 

ñLIFE AFTER BEING HEALEDò 
 

June 5-6: ñNew Life from Deathò 
 (Luke 7:11-17) 
 

June 12-13: ñFrom Mercy to Loveò 
 (Luke 7:36-8:2) 
 

June 19-20: ñReturn Home!ò  
 (Luke 8:26-39) 
 

June 26-27: ñMission Commitmentò 
 (Luke 9:51-62)   

WHATôS  
INSIDE!  

Adult Education p.2 

Bible Study Opportunities   p.2 

Birthdays & Anniversaries     p.8 

Calendar  p.13 

Church Festivals p.2  
Confirmation p.2 
Coming Events p.6 
Council President p.3 

Day Trippers p.5 

ELCA News p.6 

Frazzled Parents p.5 

Menôs Club News p.5 

Midweek Worship p.2 

Prayer List p.11 

Prayer Shawl Ministry p.5 

Prayer Ventures p.9 

Serving in June p.12 

Spiritual Gifts p.4 

Stephen Ministry p.7 

Treasurerôs Report p.3 

Vacation Bible School p.4 

Within Our Family p.8 

Womenôs Book Club p.3 

Young Adults p.6 

Youth p.3 
 

And moreéé 

From Your Pastor  

IS óPLANNINGô A MINISTRY TOO? 
 
Sunday night, May 16, the Steering Team and some other key schedulers 
met in the Life Center to formulate their findings at the Annual Calendar Plan-
ning Meeting.  They shared the known planning dates and events of our Min-
istry Teams for the coming year. 
 

Sounds pretty dry and formalðand perhaps a bit boring too, doesnôt it? 
 

The remarkable part of the meeting was the genuine excitement and enthusi-
asm among the participants as dates were shared, fresh ideas were gener-
ated, and new plans were created. 
 

One who attended sent an e-mail the next day talking about how exciting it 
was to see the new plans developing in our congregation! 
 

Some of the plans that were shared included a Praise Band Concert 
(perhaps in a surprising local venue!), a summer Sunday bike ride to a local 
eatery (with a blessing of the bicycles), a Womenôs Book Club, and a caravan 
to one of Vicar Brianôs ñVintage Baseball Gamesòðand that was in just the 
first two months of summer. 
 

Cherished traditions were also delineated: Vacation Bible School, Homecom-
ing, the Reformation Festival, and more. 
 

The point is that, as we talk about our ñgiftsò for ministry as individuals and as 
a congregation, we sometimes need to be reminded that the planning  for the 
best use of these gifts is a ministry too!  People with the gift of Administration 
are key to this aspect of ministry among us. 
 

What are your gifts for ministry?  How can you use them at Our Lordôs and in 
your daily life?  Have you filled out your Spiritual Gifts Assessment?  More 
copies are in the Worship Center Commons. 
 

You are invited to share in the excitement! 
 

Blessed Summer, 
 
 
 
Pastor John Lottes 

NEXT NEWSLETTER COMBINES JULY & AUGUST  
 

This summer we are experimenting with combining our newsletters for July 
and August.  That means the June 15  deadline for the next edition needs to 
include all scheduling and information for anything Ministry Teams want to 
publicize through the end of August!  Thank you for your support of this 
economizing experiment. 
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CHURCH FESTIVALS 
 

Listed on our JUNE 
calendar  are these 
Church Festivals that 
are on page 16 (with 
Scripture Readings and 
Prayers on pp. 56) of 
our Hymnal: 
 
11 ï BARNABAS, APOSTLE  
24 ï JOHN THE BAPTIST  
29 ï PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES  
 
On page 16 of the Hymnal, you will 
also notice other Commemorations 
of martyrs, church leaders (John 
XXIII, Irenaeus ), teachers, renewers 
of church (Philip Melanchthon ) or 
society, hymn writers, musicians, 
scientists, major events 
(Presentation of the Augsburg 
Confession, 1530 ) and more. 

SUMMER SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION  
 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am between worship services, Pastor John and 
Vicar Brian  will lead the Adult Education Hour.  Over the summer one impor-
tant topic will be ñWho Are the ELCAôs óFull Communion Partnersô and 
Why Are Those Relationships Important?ò (Those partners include: The 
Moravian Church, The Episcopal Church, The Reformed Church in America, 
The United Church of Christ, The Presbyterian Church in the USA, and The 
United Methodist Church.)  The interests of class members will also help to 
determine the themes to be addressed! 

TEACHER APPRECIATION  
 

This past year many people have served as teachers, leaders, and helpers in 
our Christian education programs.  Share a word of thanks with these mem-
bers whose teaching ministry was affirmed on May 15-16 -- 
 

Childrenôs Church 
Darla Hoffmann, Katie Noga, Susan Peterson, Laura Schoenecker 
 

Sunday School  
Scott Comrie, Beth Giese, Brian Gunderson, Lyn Kampwerth, Lori Messina, 
Susan Rimar, Debbie Runyon, Laura Schoenecker (Superintendent), Ka-
Lonny Short, Harry Thiel 
 

Music Leaders  
Rhonda Comrie, Vicki Lottes, Chery Sides, Emily Truckenbrod 
 

Confirmation  
Pastor John, Debby Gunderson, Terry Menz, Angie Nemsky 
 

Adult Study Leaders  
Debby Gunderson, Jim Lemke, Dona Racich, Vicar Brian Robison, Bruce 
Whitcomb 
 

High School Youth Group Sponsors  
Steve & Kathy Hoelscher, Brian Gunderson, Brian Luttinen, Caitlyn Williams 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 23  
 

Congratulations to our new Confirmands: Joanna Mae 
Beauchamp, Andrea Elizabeth Giese, Kristen 
Theresa Gunderson, Paul William Gruber Huster, 
Britney Christine Litton -McGuire, Caroline Amelia 
Menz, Alex Kyler Peterson, Adam Alstad Runyon, 
Kristin Anne Schoenecker, and Samuel James Shemwell .  Please pray 
for their continuing growth in a faith that is active in the love of Christ.  

 

MENôS BREAKFAST   
& BIBLE STUDY  
 
Our Menôs Breakfast & Bible Study continues this summer at a 
slightly earlier time of 7:30 a.m. in the Worship Center Fellow-

ship Hall on the Saturdays of the monthðother than the Menôs Club first Sat-
urdayðto have an informal Bible study over coffee and doughnuts.  Our cur-
rent topic is ñWhy Men Hate Going to Church!ò  For more information, contact 
Pastor John. 

SUMMER MIDWEEK BIBLE 
STUDY 
 

A new part of our summer schedule 
during June-July-August is the 
ñSummer Bible Studyò at 5:15 pm on 
Wednesdays  in the Worship Center just 
before the Summer Worship Commu-
nity. The topic will be ñThe Challenging 
Parables of Jesus.ò  We will be using 
the ñfour-pointò approach of (1) the point 
of the text, (2) critical phrases, (3) the 
point for our lives today, and (4) how 
does it affect my life this week.  All are 
welcome!  For more information, contact 
Pastor John.  

MIDWEEK DINNER 
AND WORSHIP 
 

On Wednesdays this summer from 
June through August, we are having 
a Summer Worship Community  in 
our Worship Center Fellowship Hall 
that begins promptly at 6:00 pm with 
a light dinner (pizza, etc.), continues 
with a very informal service of Holy 
Communion around tables, and con-
cludes by 6:45 pm at the latest.  
This summer event is especially for 
those who would like an informal 
worship service, who might be gone 
over the weekend, or who would like 
to introduce friends to Our Lordôs in 
a relaxed atmosphere.  All are wel-
come! 
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Council Presidentôs Note: 
 

During our several month long search for a successor to Dennis Lutz as our 
congregationôs treasurer, we identified a different model for organizing the 
duties of the treasurer.  A number of congregations have separated the rou-
tine (and very time-consuming) bookkeeping function from the tasks of finan-
cial management and oversight.  We have decided to test this approach at 
Our Lordôs.  In doing so, we have identified two individuals to assume those 
roles. The Church Council is pleased to announce that Matt Anderson has 
been appointed as the new Church Council Treasurer and Carole Callahan 
has been appointed the new church bookkeeper at the May Church Council 
Meeting. 
 

Matt Anderson is a graduate of Luther College. He has been married to Jen 
for 14 years.  They have had 3 children, Christian (passed), Gabriel (7) and 
Rebecca (4).  Matt is a computer consultant and is currently working as the 
chief architect on a USDA financial loan application. 
 

Carole Callahan is the mother of Mark and mother-in-law of Dana Callahan 
and the grandmother of Emily and Jacob Callahan.  She has worked as a 
bookkeeper for the last 39 years, most recently with the Caseyville Township 
Sewer Department.  Carole is the Treasurer of WELCA, regularly volunteers 
at Grandmaôs Attic and the Food Pantry and is on sabbatical from Stephen 
Ministry. 
 
Thank you, Matt and Carole, for using your spiritual gifts to support your 
church. We also want to express our appreciation to Dennis for his hard work 
as treasurer and for his willingness to work with Matt and Carole during the 
transition period. 
 

Tim Schoenecker 

In April, receipts ex-
ceeded expenditures 
by $1,308. 
On a year-to-date ba-
sis, expenditures ex-
ceeded receipts by 
$10,476. 

___________ 

 

Cash - Unrestricted 28,941 
Cash - Replacement  
 reserve 30,952 
Cash - Designated for 
 specific purposes 20,628 
Worship renovation funds 806 
 

Venturing in Faith  
 contributions - April 7,115 
Cumulative since  
 campaign inception   262,988 
 

In April, a total of $6,548 of princi-
pal was paid down on the mort-
gage leaving a balance of 
$630,731 at April 30, 2010.  

THE SECRETS OF  
STEWARDSHIP 
 

The Metro East cluster of congrega-
tions of the ELCA will host a special 
stewardship event for congrega-
tional leaders, ñThe Secrets of Stew-
ardshipò, at Our Lordôs on Tuesday, 
June 22, from 7:00-9:00 pm in the 
Worship Center Fellowship Hall.  
This is not only for Stewardship 
Teams but also for all interested 
members! 

Womenôs Book Club 
 
Interest has been expressed for starting a womenôs book 
club.  Suggested titles are listed below.  If you are inter-
ested in being a part of this endeavor or have other title 
suggestions, please contact Vicki Lottes or Dixie Banitt.  
 

Sacred Hearts by Sarah Dunant 
Review:  An inspiring, powerful, & moving tale of the strength of 
womenôs compassion in a society where they are downtrodden & 
treated like property.  Along the way there is danger, intrigue, & 
life-threatening situations.  If you love medieval era fiction, this is 
for you. 
 

The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff  
Review of The 19th Wife :  by Judith Freeman - Has there ever been a more sala-
cious subject than polygamy?  The very thought of the harem - one husband, three or 
four wives, or in the case of certain Morman settlers, 15 or 20 - sets the imagination 
perking.  The first wife might be a seasoned crone of 70, the last a nubile lass of 13, 
and in between a veritable female stable. 
 

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant 
Review of The Red Tent :  A novel of biblical times (and of the customs of those 
times), detailing the imagined lives of Rachel and Leah, two wives of Jacob (both true 
biblical figures) and, subsequently, the imagined story of Dinah, the daughter of Leah, 
also a true biblical figure.  The ñred tentò of the title refers to the tent the women of the 
tribe remain in while experiencing their ñtime of monthò or while giving birth. 
 

 

WHATôS UP  
 
The youth will be 
taking a camping 
trip / float weekend 
this summer, tenta-
tively set for 
July 16-18 and a 
Zoo trip on August 1.   
 
If the weather is too hot  on Aug. 1, 
it will change to a swim party at the 
Beauchamp house.  A date will also 
be set for an open house for the 
incoming freshman and their parents 
at the Hoelscher's home.  The date 
for this event will be set later in the 
summer.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation in the bulletins.  
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The Spiritual Gift of Skilled Craft  
By Dana Callahan 
 

Our Lordôs has been blessed with many men and women who pos-
sess the spiritual gift of having a skilled craft.  This Spirit-bestowed 
gift enables a believer to create, build, maintain, or repair items used 
within the church.  If you are like me, when you first hear the words 
ñskilled craft,ò you think of the Menôs Club.  This energetic and re-
source group of men (and women!) have been responsible for prop-
erty repair and maintenance for years.  It takes a variety of skills, 
from A to Z (or plumbing to painting) to keep the church in tip top 
shape. 
 

Menôs Club meets on the first Saturday of each month to share 
breakfast and work on projects needing to be completed.  They wel-
come new-comers and hope that many members who recently dis-
covered that their spiritual gift was skilled craft will join them.  For this 
group, we are truly thankful! 
 

Other areas that fall under the Skilled Craft spiritual gift heading are 
sewing, sound board operator, computer maintenance, and web-
page developer.  If you possess a skilled craft gift and are willing to 
teach others, please see the article in this edition of the newsletter 
titled, Time & Talent Series. 

Time & Talent Series  
 

Do you have a hobby or talent you can teach?  We are in search of 
OLLC members willing to share their time and talents so others may 
learn new skills. You do not have to be a teacher or even an expert 
in your area of interest, just be willing to share your time with others 
wanting to learn a new skill.  You get to pick the time for the class 
you teach. Plan ahead and be the first to schedule classes for this 
fall. 
 

Students are responsible for their own supplies for the class. Ideally, 
the class would be no more than 4 to 6 weeks.  The classes are free, 
but in return for your instructing the class, a free-will offering will be 
collected from the students of your class to cover overhead (space, 
electricity, etc.) in your honor.  Below is a partial list of ideas to get 
you thinking about what you could share: 
 

Fly Fish Lures Tatting Stamping 
Knitting Scrap booking Needlepoint 
Crafting Crocheting Ballroom Dancing 
Quilting Gardening Painting 
Yoga Computer Basics Cake Decorating 
Wood Carving Photography Dog Obedience  
Embroidery Pottery Wreath Making 
Flower Arranging Quilling Wine Making 
Golf Bridge Skateboarding 
Basic Voice Lessons  
 
If you are interested in sharing your time and talent for the Time & 
Talent Series, please contact Dana Callahan. at   She will help you 
with scheduling the space and advertising the class.  Who knows, 
small group ministries may evolve from some of these classes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and Discover ----- 
a welcoming, engaging, happening commu-
nity during a week of Vacation Bible School 
at Our Lord's! The great baobab tree in the 
expansive African savannah is the setting for 
this yearôs theme. This exciting get-together 
has something for everyone in the commu-
nity to LOVE. Kids will enjoy being a part of 
Grassland Games, Kalahari 
Crafts, Serengeti Science, 
Savannah Storytelling, and 
Madagascar Music! 
 
Mark your calendars for July 11-15, 2010. 
BAOBAB BLAST  is just around the corner! 
All kids, ages three to those entering grade 
6, are welcome. Now is the time to register! 
Bring a friend! 
 
Registration forms will be available in the 
church narthex by mid-May. You can also 
avoid the rush and register online now at: 
http://toolkit.thevbsplace.org/OurLordsM
aryvilleIL  

 
We also need VOLUNTEER guides 
to be a part of the action AND to 
help behind the scenes. Consider 
getting involved in VBS! (If you 
can't help all five nights, come and 
help for one or two!) Check out the 
volunteer sign-up sheet in the 
church narthex. 

 
For more information about registration or 
volunteering, contact KaLonny Short through 
the church office (618) 345-5692 or e-mail 
love2haveu@ourlords.org 
 
NOTE: There will be an informal meeting for 
VBS staff and potential staff on Wednesday, 
June 9 at 7 p.m. in the worship center com-
mon area.  We will be brainstorming ideas 
on how to make this year's Vacation Bible 
School better than ever and answering 
questions regarding specific volunteer 
"jobs." Come if you can (attendance is not 
mandatory)!  

http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=love2haveu%40ourlords.org
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Fellowship 

for Frazzled 

Parents  
 

Come hang out with other 
parents who have children the same 
age as yours! Our next event will be 
Sunday, June 13 from 12:30-2:30 
pm. We are having a BBQ picnic 
and outdoor bicycle-themed games 
with our children who may be too 
young to participate in the congrega-
tional bike ride the same day. Bring 
your own meat (weôll grill it for you) 
and a side dish or dessert to share. 
Please sign up in back of church 
under the bulletin board so we know 
what everyone is bringing. 
 

We also want to thank Bob and Barb 
Carver for hosting our wine tasting 
event in May. We had a wonderful 
time and learned so much from your 
experiences! 

Day Trippers  
 
Our Lord's Day-
Trippers will 
travel to Kirk-
wood, Missouri 
on Wednesday, June 16.  We'll 
carpool from church at 9:00 a.m. in 
order to purchase $15 senior tick-
ets at Stages St. Louis at 10:00 
a.m.  We'll then have time to 
browse the quaint shops, have 
lunch and be ready to enjoy the 
matinee of "Big River" which is 
based on Huckleberry Finn.  
Please join us for this exciting trip 
by signing up on the WC hallway 
bulletin board.  Call Marcine Lemke 
for further information.  

Menôs Club 
 
Breakfast is Sat., June 5 @ 7 am, with chefs Joe Stottler & 
Randall Hauch.  Tasks this month include: eat a hearty 
breakfast, laugh a lot, trim hedges, haul limbs, weed-eat, attend to lights at 
the Life Center, and help Scott Comrie & Darrell Bruhn on Vicar Brianôs 
project. Come out and help with keeping the church ship shape while having 
a good fellowship & food! 
 

              Riding Mower           Trim Mower  
June 3-5            Scott Comrie             Darrell Bruhn 
June 10-12        Jim Lemke                Chuck Pugh 
June 17-19        Don Baden                Harry Thiel 
June 24-26        Steve Hoelscher       Rob Moe 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

What is a Prayer Shawl?   
"Whether they are called Prayer Shawls, Comfort Shawls, Peace 
Shawls, or Mantles, etc., the shawl maker begins with prayers and 
blessings for the recipient.  The intentions are continued throughout 
the creation of the shawl. Upon completion, a final blessing is of-
fered before the shawl is sent on its way.  Some re-
cipients have continued the kindness by making a 
shawl and passing it onto someone in need.  Thus, 
the blessing ripples from person -to -person, with 
both the giver and receiver feeling the unconditional 
embrace of a sheltering, mothering God!  
 

(* The shawls can also be crocheted,  quilted, woven or 
machine knitted as well!)   
 

Some uses for the shawl...  
 

Shawls can be used for: undergoing medical procedures; as a com-
fort after a loss or in times of stress; during bereavement; prayer or 
meditation; commitment or marriage ceremonies; birthing, nursing 
a baby; bridal shower or wedding gift; leading ritual; first menses 
or croning rites of passage; during an illness and recovery; minis-
tering to others; graduation, birthday, anniversary, ordination, holi-
day gifts; or just socializing...there are endless possibilities!"  

(Courtesy of the Prayer Shawl Ministry website)  
 
Prayer Shawl ministry meets the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the fellow-
ship hall.  Contact Mary Goodwin for more information. 

REMINDER!  TAKE THE VICAR 
TO LUNCH!   
 
One way to get to know Vicar Brian  
and his wife Melanie  and daughters 
Melaina & Anna  is to take them to 
lunch or dinner after a worship ser-
vice or at another time.  You may 
contact him at worship, at the 
church office (618.345.5692), or by 
e-mail vicar@ourlords.org. 

Wanted: A Devotional Ministry Team Leader     
 
The Devotional Ministry Team Leader, along with his/her team, would go 
through the Advent and Lenten Devotional samples that are sent to the 
church twice a year and select the devotionals to be used for each season.  
The team would place the devotionals into our memberôs mailboxes prior to 
the season and also mail out devotionals to those who have not picked them 
up.  If you are interested in being the Devotional Ministry Team Leader, 
please contact Glenda Klingsick for a Ministry Team Charter form. 




