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Weekend Worship 
Themes:  
 

ñCOMMUNITY IN CHRISTò 
 

May 1-2: ñProof of Discipleship!ò 
(John 13:31-35) 

 

May 8-9: ñBeing óAt Homeô with 
Godò (John 14:23-29) 

 

May 15-16: ñDivine Relationshipsò 
(John 17:20-26) 

 

May 22-23: ñThe Spirit of the 
Timesò (John 14:8-17, 25-27) 

 

May 29-30: ñThree Ways to Ex-
perience Godò (John 16:12-15) 
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Stephen Ministry p. 6 
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Within Our Family p.9 

Young Adults p.4 
 

And moreéé 
 

From Your Pastor  

THE WELCOME OF GOD 
 
What do these May events have in common? ï 

¶ The WELCA Spring Tea , May 2 

¶ Maryville Mayorôs Prayer Dinner, May 6 

¶ Metro East ELCA Mission Meeting , May 8 

¶ Teacher Appreciation , May 16 

¶ Synod Assembly , May 20-22   

¶ Confirmation , May 23 
 

All of these events this month support our May theme: ñCommunity in 
Christ.ò 
 

Everything mentioned above for this monthðand, really, any month!ðis part 
of our continuing mission: ñCalled to Share Christôs Love with All.ò And, 
sharing Christôs love is all about sharing community in Christ. 
 

Indeed, building a ñnewò community was Jesusô own ñjob descriptionò as 
faithful Son of God. 
 

The new community that Jesus created in his earthly ministry was built on his 
teaching, healing, forgiving, feeding, cherishing, and welcoming people from 
every walk of life. 
 

Jesus left no one outðand that led to most of his conflict with the religious 
authorities who may not have fully realized that they were opposed to Godôs 
way of love that was embodied in him. 
 

In all he did, Jesus was sharing ñthe welcome of Godò in building this new 
community. Even in going to the Cross, Jesus was being faithful to his Heav-
enly Fatherôs mission of embracing the world in love, in spite of the efforts of 
those who thought they were stopping him. 
 

So, our stated mission at OLLC of being ñCalled to Share Christôs Love 
with Allò is another way of saying that weðas the Body of Christ in this 
placeðare also embodying ñThe Welcome of God.ò  That way of looking at 
what we are called to do together can give fresh energy and purpose to our 
Mission Teams, to our dreams of new ways of being a faithful community, 
and to cherishing the gift of one another in Christôs name. 
 

Blessed Welcoming! 
 
 
 
Pastor John Lottes 
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SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

9:30 AM, ñAdult Bible Classò during May will be led on different Sundays by 
Jim Lemke, Vicar Brian, and Pastor John.  (Location: Commons or Confer-
ence Room, Worship Center)   
 

 9:45 AM, ñParents of Young Children,ò discussing issues, supporting par-
ents, helping with boundaries, articulating values, and more (Location: Life 
Center Conference Room, after the Sunday School opening) 
 

Our Confirmation Class meets in the Worship Center Fellow-
ship Hall from 9:15-10:30 AM.  Classes use the ñFaith Inku-
batorsò curriculum, along with servant events, field trips, and 
social events.   
 

Please keep in your prayers especially those who will be 
confirmed on Pentecost, May 23: Joanna Beauchamp, An-

drea Giese, Krissy Gunderson, Paul Huster, Britney Litton -McGuire, 
Caroline Menz, Alex Peterson, Adam Runyon, Kristin Schoenecker, and 
Sam Shemwell .   

Come and Discover ----- 
a welcoming, engaging, happening 
community during a week of Vaca-
tion Bible School at Our Lord's! The 
great baobab tree in the expansive 
African savannah is the setting for 
this yearôs theme. This exciting get-
together has something for every-
one in the community to LOVE. 
Kids will enjoy being a part 
of Grassland Games, Kala-
hari Crafts, Serengeti Sci-
ence, Savannah Storytel-
ling, and Madagascar Mu-
sic! 
 
Mark your calendars for 
July 11-15, 2010. BAOBAB 
BLAST  is just around the corner! 
All kids, ages three to those enter-
ing grade 6, are welcome. Now is 
the time to register! Bring a friend! 
 
Registration forms will be available 
in the church narthex by mid-May. 
You can also avoid the rush and 
register online now at: 
http://toolkit.thevbsplace.org/Our
LordsMaryvilleIL  

 
We also need 
VOLUNTEER 
guides to be a 
part of the action 

AND to help behind the scenes. 
Consider getting involved in VBS! 
(If you can't help all five nights, 
come and help for one or two!) 
Check out the volunteer sign-up 
sheet in the church narthex. 
 
For more information about regis-
tration or volunteering, contact Ka-
Lonny Short through the church 
office (618) 345-5692 or e-mail 
love2haveu@ourlords.org. 

SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION IN MAY  
 

Sunday School, Confirmation Class, and Sunday Adult Classes will have the 
following schedule for May: 
 

May 2: Regular Schedule 
May 9: Last Childrenôs and Confirmation Classes 
May 16: Teacher Appreciation Event 
May 23: Confirmation Festivities 
May 31: Memorial Day Weekend 

CHURCH FESTIVALS 
 

Listed on our MAY calendar are these Church Festivals that are on page 15 
(with Scripture Readings and Prayers on pp. 55-56) of our Hymnal: 
 

 1 ï PHILIP & JAMES, APOSTLES  
14 ï MATTHIAS, APOSTLE  
21 ï ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  
31 ï VISIT OF MARY TO ELIZABETH  
 

On page 15 of the Hymnal, you will also notice other Commemorations of 
martyrs, church leaders (Athanasius ), teachers, renewers of church (Calvin ) 
or society, hymn writers, musicians, scientists (Copernicus ), and more.  

MARYVILLE MAYORôS PRAYER DINNER 
The annual Maryville Mayorôs Prayer Dinner, hosted by Mayor Larry Gulledge 
and the congregations of the Maryville Ministerial Alliance, will be hosted for 
the community on Thursday, May 6, at 6:30 P.M. at First Baptist Church, 
Hwy. 162, in Maryville.  Guest Speaker will be Cindy Winters.  Tickets for the 
event are free, but tickets are required to have an accurate food count.  A 
free-will offering will be taken for the Maryville Outreach Center (Grandmaôs 
Attic, the Maryville Food Pantry, and the Residentsô Assistance Program).  
Entertainment will be provided by SUIE Suzuki Violin Students and some of 
the members of our Praise Band.  Contact Loretta in the church office for 
tickets.  

http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=love2haveu%40ourlords.org
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MARCH, 2010 
 

In March, expenditures 
exceeded receipts by 
$1,014.  On a year-to-
date basis, expendi-
tures exceeded receipts 
by $11,784. 

 
Cash - Unrestricted 27,247 
Cash - Replacement  
 Reserve 30,916 
Cash - Designated for  
 specific purposes 22,142 
Worship renovation funds 806 
 

Venturing in Faith  
 contributions - March 9,470 
Cumulative since campaign  
 inception 255,873 
 

In March, a total of $8,740 of princi-
pal was paid down on the mortgage 
leaving a balance of $637,279 at 
March 31, 2010. 
 

Submitted by Dennis Lutz 

Council Presidentôs Note: 
 
The Easter season and the wonderful spring weather that we are experienc-
ing are both important reminders of renewal.  The world around us is being 
renewed with blooming plants and flowers and, more importantly, our lives 
have been renewed with the good news that Christ is risen!  The ELCA con-
gregations in the Metro East may also be starting on a process of renewal.  
Recently, Faith Lutheran Church (OôFallon) hosted a worship service and 
meeting for Metro East congregations that was intended to help develop a 
joint mission for our congregations.  While the long term outcome of this 
process is still uncertain, there are many fruitful avenues for cooperation that 
are open to us.  If you have a passion for working with fellow Lutherans from 
other area congregations on developing and furthering our joint mission, we 
would love to have you represent Our Lordôs in this effort.  Spiritual gifts such 
as discernment, evangelism, leadership, or wisdom may be especially valu-
able in this role. 
 

Additionally, as you have seen recently in the weekly bulletin and may have 
heard as an announcement, we continue to seek someone to replace Dennis 
Lutz as congregational treasurer.  Dennis has been a very dedicated member 
of our leadership team as treasurer and will work with his successor to en-
sure a smooth transition.  The individual that assumes this position will find 
that the systems, records, and reports that he/she will take over are all in 
very good shape.  Please contact Pastor, Dennis, or me if you have an inter-
est in either of these opportunities to serve our congregation. 
 

Tim Schoenecker 

TIME & TALENT SERIES  
 

If you have been paying attention lately, you have been hearing a lot about 
spiritual gifts.  God has blessed us abundantly with spiritual gifts for us to 
use to serve others.  But we also have an array of talents that we can use to 
benefit each other.  One way we can do this is to teach others the talents (or 
hobbies) we possess.  You do not have to be a teacher or even an expert in 
your area of interest, just be willing to share your time with others wanting to 
learn a new skill.  You get to pick the time for the class you teach.  Members 
provide their own supplies for the class. Ideally, the class would be no more 
than 4 to 6 weeks.  The classes are free, but in return for your instructing the 
class, a free-will offering will be collected from the students of your class to 
cover overhead (space, electricity, etc.) in your honor.  Below is a partial list 
of ideas to get you thinking about what you could share: 
 

Fly Fish Lures  Tatting,  Stamping             
Knitting  Scrap booking  Needlepoint               
Crafting Crocheting  Ballroom Dancing 
Quilting Gardening  Painting 
Yoga  Computer Basics Cake Decorating 
Wood Carving Photography Dog Obedience           
Embroidery Pottery  Wreath Making         
Flower Arranging  Quilling  Wine Making                
Golf  Bridge Basic Voice Lessons 
Skateboarding 
 

If you are interested in sharing your time and talent for the Time & Talent 
Series, please contact Dana Callahan at 344-0752.  She will help you with 
scheduling the space and advertising the class.  Who knows, small group 
ministries may evolve from some of these classes! 
 
Dana Callahan, Lay Ministry Coordinator 

         Fellowship for  
        Frazzled  
        Parents 

     Do you have children? 
Are you at your witsô end? Tired of 
pulling your hair out? Need to get 
away? Join this new and exciting 
group of fellow frazzled parents. Our 
kick off event will be Sunday, May 
16 at 12:30 pm. We will be relaxing 
in the fellowship hall with lunch and 
wine tasting. The cost is $10 per 
person. Babysitting is free at the 
church while we wine and dine on 
this beautiful day. Please sign up in 
the welcome area under the bulletin 
board. 
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THE SPIRITUAL GIFT OF SERVICE 
 
As part of our ongoing look at the types of spiritual gifts bestowed upon us by 
the Holy Spirit, we are going to highlight the spiritual gift of SERVICE 
this month . 
 

SERVICE is the gift that enables a believer to work gladly (put your passion 
into action!), many times behind the scenes, in order that Godôs work is ful-
filled.  Our church would not function smoothly if it were not for all the mem-
bers who willingly give of their time and talents to help others as a service to 
God.   
 

Those who perform a service are sometimes called ñservants.ò  Servants can 
be young or old, male or female, rich or poor, short or tall, but they all have 
one thing is common: a desire to serve God . Through Jesus, we know 
that we are serving God when we serve others.  When we serve others in 
Jesusô name, we are doing ministry. For some, this may be a very visible role 
within our church, for others, it may be work that is done out of sight of the 
congregation. 

  

There are MANY servant opportunities at Our Lordôs. 
 

Around Worship : Many members feel that the best way to serve is by help-
ing before, during, or after worship.  These servant opportunities include be-
ing a(n): 

Usher  Present Childrenôs Sermon Counter 
 Acolyte  Communion Assistant  Lector 
 Greeter  Fellowship Host   Assisting Minister
 Teacher Altar Guild Member    

 

You say you donôt know how to usher or greet?  No problem!  We supply on-
the-job training and written instructions to follow.  There is a servant job for 
everyone!  Contact Dana Callahan if you would like to serve others by help-
ing at church. 

 

Ministry Teams : Other members feel fulfilled by serving on a Ministry Team 
that helps others.  There are Ministry Teams that focus on helping within our 
church and others that focus on helping others in the community.  Presently, 
Our Lordôs has the following Ministry Teams chartered. 

 

Visitation Team Member  Stephen Minister  
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team  Read to a Prisoner 
Prayer Chain Member  SMERF Team Member 
Food Pantry Volunteer  Kitchen Team Member   
Lawn Care    Grandmaôs Attic Volunteer    
Office Angel   Funeral Lunch Server 
Casserole Care Ministry Member Worship Planning Team Member
  

The nice thing about our new Ministry Team concept is that if you do not see 
a good fit for you from the areas we presently have at Our Lordôs, you may 
charter your own Ministry Team and start right away doing something to help 
others that is a good fit for you.  Have you ever said, ñWouldnôt it be neat if 
we could ______?ò  or ñI wish we did ______ at Our Lordôs.ò  It is as simple 
as calling a Steering Team member, Tim Nyland, Glenda Klingsick, Tom 
Steinmann, Beth Giese, Laurie Hensley, or Dana Callahan. 
 

Dana Callahan,  
Lay Ministry Coordinator 

WHATôS NEXT?! 
(After the Spiritual Gifts Assessment 

and the Ministry Fairé) 
 

Many of you may be asking, ñWhatôs 
next?ò  ñWe had all the hoopla sur-
rounding the Ministry Team Festival 
in March, but now what?ò  ñI know 
what my spiritual gifts are now, but 
what is the next step?ò  As the Lay 
Ministry Coordinator, my job is to 
equip you to utilize your spiritual 
gifts for meaningful ministry.  Yes, I 
did use the word YOU in the same 
sentence as MINISTRY. As Chris-
tians, we are called to serve others, 
just as Jesus did.  When we serve 
others, we are ministering to them.  I 
will be helping Our Lordôs members 
find a ministry that fits their spiritual 
gifts and passions.  I will also be 
calling upon our members to take 
turns serving in our shared ministry 
of worshipping God together at Our 
Lordôs.  There is more to being a 
member of a church than attending 
worship.  It takes a lot of ñPeople 
Powerò to make the church run 
smoothly and everyoneôs talents are 
needed to do the jobs necessary to 
make Our Lordôs the great place it 
is.  There is a way for everyone to 
serve here.  We will work together to 
find the best fit for you. 

 -- Dana Callahan,  
Lay Ministry Coordinator 

MENôS BREAKFAST 
& BIBLE STUDY  
Our Menôs Breakfast & 
Bible Study meets at 
8:00 a.m. in the Worship 
Center Fellowship Hall on the Satur-
days of the monthðother than the 
Menôs Club first Saturdayðto have 
an informal Bible study over coffee 
and doughnuts.  For more informa-
tion, contact Pastor John. 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 
 

Watch your e-mail for the next OLLC 
Young Adult activity.  Katie Noga 
has the latest information.  Thanks 
to all who participated 
in the ñEarth Dayò 
electronics recycling 
effort in April! 
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The Graduates are Coming!  
The Graduates are Coming!  
  
Our Lord's is blessed with one of the largest high school 
graduating classes of all time.  And we have several 
graduating college students as well.  If you are the parents 
of one of these graduates, please contact the church office by phone (345-
5692) or email (love2haveu@ourlords.org) to let us know about your gradu-
ate. 
  
Things we would like to know are: 
    1)  Where is the graduate graduating from?  (High School or College); 

Date:   
    2)  For college students, what degrees did the graduate achieve?  

(example:  BS in History with a minor in Education) 
    3)  For High School students, what are their future plans?  (if College, 

which one, where & what major; if military, which branch; if job market, 
what area) 

    4)  For college students, what are their future plans?  (Grad school - where 
& what for, job market, etc.) 

    5)  Any special honors? 
  
If you let the church office know what's up with your students, we will share 
your students achievements with the rest of the congregation!  Congratula-
tions to the students and the parents and grandparents who got them there! 

PREVIEWS OF 
COMING EVENTS 
 

Mark your calendars for these upcom-
ing events and special  
observances: 
 

June  

¶ Theme: ñLife After Being 

Healedò 

¶ Annual Calendar Planning Meet-

ing, June 2 

¶ Summer Midweek Worship Be-

gins, June  2 (to Aug 25) 

¶ Sunday Adult Bible Study: ñBook 
of Faith,ò 9:30 a.m. 

 

 July  

¶ Theme: ñMission Challengesò 

¶ Colonial Worship Service with In-

struments, July 4 

¶ Summer Midweek Worship Contin-

ues, July 7, 14, 21, 28 

¶ Vacation Bible School, July 11-15 

¶ Sunday Adult Bible Study: ñBook 
of Faith,ò 9:30 a.m. 

 

 August  

¶ Theme: ñGodôs GenerosityðAnd 

Oursò 

¶ Farewell to Vicar Brian & Family, 

Aug 7-8 

¶ Summer Midweek Worship Contin-

ues, Aug 4, 11, 18, 25 

¶ Sunday Adult Bible Study: ñBook 
of Faith,ò 9:30 a.m. 

¶ Confirmation Parents & Students 

Orientation, Aug 29 

Menôs Club 
 

The Menôs Club will meet on Saturday, May 1 at 7 a.m.  
Chefs of the day are Scott Comrie and Cliff Karvinen.  
Come and join us for fellowship and odd jobs following 
breakfast! 
 

                  Riding Mowing           Trim Mowing  
       

May 7-8         Don Baden         Harry Thiel 

May 13-15     Rudy Kantola      ______________ 

May 20-22     Steve Hoelscher   Bob Schieber 

May 27-28      Wayne Eastby         Rob Banitt 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry hopes you have seen the com-
pleted shawls displayed in the common area of the WC.  It is 
a beginning and soon we hope to have a blessing of the 
shawls at the Saturday and Sunday services.  The Care and 
Concern Ministry and/or Pastor John will decide where they 
are needed.  If you know someone in need of comfort please 
let them know. 
 

We will continue to knit, crochet and sew the shawls.  If you are interested in 
joining us please contact Mary Goodwin.  We are willing to help you learn to 
knit or crochet too! 
 

Important note:  Meeting times are still changing.  Starting in May we will 
meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7PM in the WC. Mark 
May 11th and 25th on your calendar! We hope you can join us.  It's okay to 
come and just visit too!! 

YOUôRE INVITEDé 
 
St. John Neumann School 
next door to us is having 
their annual Spring Fling on 
Friday, May 21 (5:00 pm to 

Midnight) and Saturday, May 22 (all day 
and evening).  There will be food, 
games, and music during this end-of-
school-year celebration.  St. Johnôs will 
be using our parking lots for overflow 
parkingðleaving room for our Saturday 
worshipers. 
 
 St. Johnôs has invited OLLC to come 
and enjoy the festivities.  Entrance is 
free, but bring your money for food and 
games.  Families and friends are also 
welcome to come out to enjoy the eve-
ning with our neighbors. 

http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=love2haveu%40ourlords.org
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ELCA NEWS 
 
¶ ELCA Council Adopts Significant Revisions to Ministry Policies : 

(4.11.2010) The Church Council of the ELCA) adopted a series of historic 
and sweeping revisions to ministry policy documents April 10, the result of 
months of extensive writing, comment and review by hundreds of leaders and 
members following the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. 
 

¶ Religion Communicators Council Honors Lutheran Communicators : 

(4.11.2010) The Religion Communicators Council (RCC) honored several 
Lutheran communicators April 8 here at its annual DeRose-Hinkhouse Me-
morial Awards program. The awards were presented as part of the Religion 
Communicators Congress 2010, a once-in-a-decade event which brings to-
gether communicators from various churches and church-related organiza-
tions. 
 

¶ ELCA Presiding Bishop Hopes for Open Conversation with Tanza-

nian Bishop : (4.7.2010) The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the 
ELCA, anticipates an "honest and open conversation" with the Rev. Alex G. 
Malasusa, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania 
(ELCT), when the two leaders meet in Chicago in May. Hanson said the 
ELCA and ELCT share a "rich relationship" and hopes the conversation will 
explore how both churches can continue to accompany one other in God's 
mission. 
 

¶ ELCA Presiding Bishop Attends Easter Prayer Breakfast at White 

House : (4.6.2010) The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the ELCA, 
said he "very much appreciated" comments by U.S. President Barack Obama 
April 6, in which the president spoke of "the significance of Christ's death and 
Resurrection for his life and faith, and for our witness." 
 

¶ ELCA Affirms 41 Congregational 'New Starts' : (4.1.2010) Starting new 

congregations is a top priority for the ELCA. For 2010 the denomination has 
affirmed 41 "new starts" across the United States. 
 

¶ Lutherans Inspired at Ecumenical Advocacy Days : (3.25.2010) More 

than 80 members of the ELCA met in Washington, DC with more than 700 
people of faith to worship, study and dialogue about migration and refugee 
issues at the eighth annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) for Global 
Peace with Justice March 19-22. 
 

¶ USAID to Purchase Cancer Equipment for Jerusalem Lutheran Hos-

pital : (3.23.2010) The United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) announced this month it will purchase a second linear accelerator 
for Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH), a project of the Lutheran World Federa-
tion (LWF) in East Jerusalem.  The equipment, valued at about $5.5 million, 
will be used to treat cancer patients. 

LUTHERAN SUMMER MUSIC 
PROGRAM 
Lutheran Summer Music 
[www.lutheransummermusic.org] 
(LSM) is a four week summer music 
program for band, orchestra, choir, 
keyboard and organ students 
grades 8-12.  Open to students of all 
faiths, the program is committed to 
strengthening and expanding the 
Church's heritage of excellence in 
music.  Now in its 29th year, LSM 
has seeded thousands of organists, 
choir directors and leadership musi-
cians into the Church.  The 2010 
Academy will be held on the campus 
of Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, 
from June 20 to July 18. 
 
At LSM, students have an opportu-
nity to explore both spiritual and mu-
sical growth as well as deepen their 
understanding of traditional worship 
liturgies and the hymnody of the Lu-
theran Church.  Young musicians in 
grades 8-12 at Our Lordôs are in-
vited to explore this very special op-
portunity.  

Stephen Ministry  
Featured on PBS  
 

On April 9, 2010 the PBS 
ñReligion and Ethicsò 
news show aired an 

eight minute feature on Stephen 
Ministry that vividly describes the life
-changing ministry happening in 
thousands of congregations.   
 

You can view the Stephen Ministry 
feature on the PBS Web site, where 
you can also find several bonus fea-
tures - including a nine-minute inter-
view with Stephen Ministriesô foun-
der and executive director, Kenneth 
C. Hauck. 
 

www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics 
 

Our Lordôs has been a Stephen Min-
istry Congregation since 1999.  After 
watching this video, please consider 
whether this ministry might be 
something in which you also would 
like to participate. More information 
is available from Pastor John, Mary 
Olsen, or Kathy Claudson. 

REMINDER!  TAKE THE VICAR TO LUNCH!  Vicar Brian Robison  is ex-
cited about being at Our Lordôs, and he has many gifts and talents to share 
with us as we assist him in his ñlearning laboratoryò here.  One way to get to 
know Vicar Brian  and his wife Melanie  and daughters Melaina & Anna  is to 
take them to lunch or dinner after a worship service or at another time.  You 
may contact him at worship, at the church office (618.345.5692), or by e-mail 
vicar@ourlords.org. 

http://www.lutheransummermusic.org/
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Prayer petitions for Sundays follow the World Council of 
Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and can be incorporated 
into the prayers at weekly worship. Weekday entries are of-
fered as guides to prayer for the global, social and outreach 
ministries of the church.  Thank you for your continued prayers 
for the life and mission of this church. 

 
 
1   Please pray for the Holy Spiritôs guidance for Wal 
Reat, a Sudanese immigrant who is leading worship in 
the Nuer language  at Nile Our Saviorôs Chapel, Fari-
bault, Minn., and beginning the TEEM program in 
preparation for ordination.  
 
2   Fifth Sunday of Easter  
God of wisdom, we lift up to you the leaders and people 
of Sudan and Uganda. May peace accords and recon-
ciliation efforts bring restoration to the hearts and lives 
of those who have suffered so long. 
 
3   World Press Freedom Day  
Lift up in prayer the Christian Churches Together in the 
U.S.A. Steering Committee, including ELCA Ecumenical 
and Inter-religious Relations representatives, meeting in 
Chicago May 3-4, 2010, to discuss possibilities for min-
istry across broad ecumenical lines. 
 
4   Pray for the ELCAôs 65 synods, all of whom are 
meeting between April and June, as they make deci-
sions and plan ways to continue Godôs work in their 
congregations. 
 
5   Give thanks to God for Pastor Richard Young's min-
istry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana 
(ELCG), where he serves in a parish of four congrega-
tions. Also a medical doctor, he continues to coordinate 
and develop health programs for the ELCG. 
 
6   Thank God for the ministries of the ELCAôs 26 col-
leges and universities and pray for all their students -- 
those who with excitement begin their summer vaca-
tions, and those who seek to enter a difficult job market. 
  
7   Praise God for Kate Keyes and Elizabeth Pottraz, 
who are serving in Uruguay this year through the ELCA 
Young Adults in Global Mission Program. 
 
8   Ask God to continue to guide and support Lutheran 
Community Services Northwest, which provides a wide 
variety of foster care, adoption and other child welfare 
services throughout the states of Washington and Ore-
gon. 
 
9   Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Living God, we praise you for the witness and joy the 
churches of Kenya and Tanzania bring to the world. Let 
us join our voices in rejoicing.  Christ has risen!  Alleluia! 

 
10   Pray for James Puotyual, African Immigrant Minis-
try coordinator at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St 
Cloud, Minn., as he reaches out to the Sudanese and 
other African immigrant people, telling the story of Godôs 
love for the world through Jesus. 
 
11   Lift up in prayer Ronald and Heda Christ in Bot-
swana.  Ron serves as a financial advisor to the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Botswana.  Heda is working 
with HIV/AIDS patients. 
 
12   Offer thanks to God for the quilters of Faith Lu-
theran Church, Hamilton, Mont., and all those across 
this church who sew ñKite Quiltsò for the families of the 
incarcerated.  May these quilts express love, care and 
support to those whose loved ones are in prisons. 
 
13   Ascension of Our Lord  
Thank God for the commitment to evangelism of Bridge 
of Peace, Christ the King, Halfway Creek, and Holmen 
Lutheran Churches, all Lutheran congregations near 
Holmen, Wis.  They work together to invite people from 
their community into a relationship with Jesus.  Ask God 
to bless their outreach efforts.  
 
14   Matthias, Apostle  
Give thanks for all those who volunteer their time and 
gifts to teach at the Lutheran schools in Bratislava, 
Koġice, Liptovsky Mikulas, and Tisovec,  Slovakia, es-
pecially those who return to the states in mid-summer 
2010 to begin new lives. 
 
15   International Day of Families  
Pray for the 20 ELCA State Public Policy Office staffs as 
they advocate for families struggling in tough economic 
times and advocate for support for health and human 
services during a time of significant budget crises in 
every state. 
 
16   Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Almighty God, as the churches of Malawi and Zambia 
struggle in a cycle of drought and flood, give them 
strength and wisdom to feed the hungry and announce 
the good news of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
 
17   World Telecommunication Day  
Pray for all seminarians who are graduating this month 
from the ELCAôs eight seminaries. May the Holy Spirit 
continue to guide them as they enter new phases in 
their lives dedicated to serving God through the church. 
 
18   Give thanks to God for Pastor Arden Strasser, who 
serves in Leadership Development in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Zambia. 
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19   Pray for he staff of ELCA Environmental Education 
and Advocacy as they educate corporate and govern-
mental leaders as they seek to be good stewards of 
God's creation in the secular world. 
 
20   Remember in your prayers Nancy Stevenson, an 
English teacher at Makumira University College of Tu-
maini University, the senior seminary of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT), and for the 
ELCTôs educational ministry. 
 
21   World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue 
and Development  
Give thanks to God for the lives touched by the minis-
tries of Trinity Deaf congregation in Reading, Pa.  Ask 
continued blessings upon Pastor Jeanne Beadle and all 
the members as they gather for worship, Bible study 
and fellowship -- and as they reach out to the deaf, 
hard-of-hearing, and special-needs community in Berks 
County. 
 
22   Vigil of Pentecost  
Pray for Irma, Maria, Lydia and the many other lay lead-
ers who work to improve and strengthen Latino Lay 
School programs across the church.  Ask that all lay 
leadership programs may continue to lift up leaders for 
the mission work of their congregations. 
 
23   Day of Pentecost  
O God, look with mercy upon the people of Botswana 
and Zimbabwe, as Zimbabwe struggles with economic 
and political uncertainty.  May the companion relation-
ship between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zim-
babwe and the ELCA Upstate New York Synod be a 
source of solace and encouragement. 
 
24   Give thanks for Todd Byerly, volunteer from the 
Southeasthern Iowa Synod, who is serving at the hospi-
tal in the Pare Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania. 
 
25   Remember in prayer the staff and participants in 
ELCAôs outdoor ministries programs, especially those in 
Camp  Agape-Kure Beach in Fuquay-Varina, N.C., 
which has added a new ñgreenò cabin this year as it 
gathers all people to experience the Spirit through 
unique, small-group encounters with Christ in Creation 
and Community. 
 
26   Ask Godôs blessings upon the many young people 
participating in the Young Adult in Global Mission pro-
gram. Today remember Stephanie Anderson, Nathan 
Berkas, Lauren Borsa, John Crouch and Hannah 
Griese, who serve in a variety of social ministry settings 
in South Africa. 

27   Thank God for the South-Central Synod of Wiscon-
sin and Bishop Bruce Burnside for inviting synod con-
gregations to give $1.00 per member in gratitude to the 
churchwide expression of the ELCA for faithfulness dur-
ing these times. The ñAnd God Said, 'It is Good'" offer-
ing is directed to mission support over and above the 
synod's regular commitment. 
 
28   Thank God for Jean Wahlstrom and Marv Kananen, 
who have just completed 12 years of service in Tanza-
nia.  Ask God to bless them as they enter into their rein-
tegration process. 
 
29   International Day of United Nations              
Peacekeepers  
Ask God to continue to guide and support the leaders of 
Lutheran Peace Fellowship, Seattle, that they will con-
tinue to educate youth and adults of the ELCA about 
peace and justice issues and lead them to advocate for 
Godôs will with political leaders, that all may make deci-
sions that are honest, just, courageous, and bring sus-
tainability for the Earth and the global community. 
 
30   The Holy Trinity  
Almighty God, we give you thanks for showering your 
Spirit upon the churches of Lesotho, Namibia, South 
Africa and Swaziland.  May they find continued strength 
to engage the social, economic and political challenges 
within which they witness. 
 
31   Visit of Mary to Elizabeth  
Lift up in prayer Ruth Goehle, who is beginning her ser-
vice as the ELCA consultant to the medical services 
rehabilitation and Anti Malaria Initiative in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe. 
 
  
  
This resource may be copied and shared among mem-
bers and friends of the congregations of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  Prayer Ventures is pro-
duced by ELCA Communication Services in cooperation 
with other units of the ELCA.  Contact info@elca.org for 
additional information: Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Communication Services, 8765 W. Higgins 
Road, Chicago, IL 60631.  Telephone: 800/638-3522, 
ext. 2458. 
 
  


